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Klamath Falls Fish & Wildlife Office 
2014 Annual Snapshot 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

This annual snapshot provides a selec-
tion of activities representing the work 
done by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s Klamath Falls Fish and Wild-
life Office (KFFWO). 

Volunteers, landowners and individu-
als from several organizations worked 
together in July to relocate fish from 
the North Ditch irrigation diversion in 
preparation for installation of a fish 
screen. The relocation is necessary so 
fish are not stranded during the de-
watering phase of construction. 

North Ditch is the largest diversion 
off of the Sprague River in the Upper 
Klamath Basin, with 40 to 60 cfs di-
verted during irrigation season, result-
ing in removal of most of the river 
water and many of the fish. The new 
fish screen will prevent fish from en-
tering the diversion channel. The 
ditch, originally constructed in the late 
1800s, is on U.S. Forest Service land 
in the North Fork Sprague River near 
Bly, Oregon. 

Armed with electrofishing 
equipment, nets and buckets, 
two crews were able to relo-
cate several hundred trout, 
lamprey and sculpin out of 
the construction area and back 
to the river. 

One landowner said, “We are 
very happy to help the fishery 
here, and we appreciate eve-
rybody’s effort.” 

“This is the best thing I could 
be doing!” said another vol-

unteer who was delighted to be involved. 

The electrofishing unit applies a charge 
to the water which stuns the fish just 
enough to allow nimble hands to net them 
and place them in a bucket of cool water. 
The bucket is kept in the water to main-
tain low temperatures, and an aerator 
keeps the water oxygenated. The buckets 
are transferred to the river frequently to 
reduce stress on the aquatic species. 

The crews worked through approximately 
1 mile of the ditch near the diversion. 
Crews represented volunteers, landown-
ers, the Klamath Basin Rangeland Trust, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and 
Fremont-Winema National Forest. 

Photos show netting process and mem-
bers of the crew that conducted the work. 

North Ditch Fish Relocation 

The KFFWO developed a propagation 
program at Upper Klamath Lake and 
Tule Lake for shortnose suckers 
(Chasmistes brevirostris) and Lost Riv-
er suckers (Deltistes luxatus). In the 
first year, 300 suckers were tagged and 
released. Photos show floating net 
pens, sucker fry and release process. 



Additional Fiscal Year 2014 
Accomplishments 
Funded 20 Partners for Fish and 

Wildlife private lands habitat projects 
and seven additional projects to bene-
fit endangered and threatened spe-
cies. 

Worked on more than 50 habitat res-
toration projects at various stages. 

Achieved on-the-ground habitat work 
on 297 wetland acres, 663 upland 
acres, 21 stream miles and seven fish 
barrier sites. 

Completed three Schoolyard Habitat 
(SYH) projects. 

Finalized PacifiCorp’s Habitat Con-
servation Plan on management of its 
hydroelectric facilities and a commit-
ment to conservation. 

The KFFWO coordinates and facili-
tates conservation for fish and wildlife 
in the Upper Klamath and Goose Lake 
Basins (south central Oregon and 
northeast California) through the com-
bined efforts of other agencies, organi-
zations, and private landowners. The 
KFFWO restores habitat by working 
with private landowners on a voluntary 
basis through the Partners for Fish and 
Wildlife Program and works with oth-
ers to carry out the requirements of the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).  

A large-scale project is being devel-
oped to restore Sun Creek to its origi-
nal channel. The project, in the Wood 
River Valley of Klamath County, Ore-
gon, relies on multiple partners and 
uses state-of-the-art ranching practices 
to add 2 miles or more of habitat for 
bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus) and 
to improve overall fish access. Photo 
shows where reconnect would occur. 

2014 Actions on the List of 
Endangered and       
Threatened Species 
Final rule listing the Oregon spotted 

frog (Rana pretiosa) as threatened. 

Proposed rule to delist the Modoc 
sucker (Catostomus microps), 
which is contending for the first fish 
species to ever be removed from the 
list.  

Proposed rule to list Pacific fisher 
(Martes pennanti) as threatened. 

Amid rainy conditions in the fall, 22 
student volunteers and locals from the 
Klamath Falls area spent two days 
assisting the Service, The Nature Con-
servancy, and the Oregon Institute of 
Technology (OIT) with the out-
planting of 443 Applegate’s milk-
vetch (Astragalus applegatei) at 
TNC’s Ewauna Flat Preserve, which 
an area of less than 7 acres within the 
city.  

Applegate’s milk-vetch is listed as 
endangered and is an herbaceous per-
ennial in the bean family (Fabaceae). 
The plant currently is documented at 
only six sites, all in the vicinity of 
Klamath Falls. Threats include habitat 
loss and destruction, competition from 
non-native plants and herbivory.  

Because recruitment is poor at most 
sites, the Service has pursued a small 
propagation program that tests the 
possibility of augmenting existing 
Applegate’s milk-vetch populations 
with plants that are propagated from 
seed. Since 2012, Rock Bottom Ranch 
Nursery (RBRN) in Bonanza, Oregon 
has propagated some Applegate’s 
milk-vetch plants annually for the 
Service.  

The plants from this most recent effort 
were tagged with metal markers so the 

Applegate’s Milk-Vetch Plantings 

status of each individual plant can be 
tracked into the future. Tags can often be 
buried by soil or other debris that is 
moved by the wind or other natural forc-
es, so these metal tags will be searched 
for with a metal detector if necessary. 

Photos show a planted Applegate’s milk-
vetch with its tag and part of the group 
involved with planting. 

All photos are U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service unless noted. 
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